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As a young boy, Andrew Mendoza loved to draw Den-
nis the Menace. As & leenager, he painted the hospital
from the TV soap “General Hospital,” as well as other
acrylics.

The 27-year-old Santa Maria man has been diagnosed
with Asperger's syndrome, an autism spectrum disorder,
but it hasn't stopped his ereativity, He is among the art-
ists featured in “Artism: The Art of Autism: Shattering
Myths about People Living on the Spectrum” (Autism
Today, 334.95).

Though people with the condition often have trouble
expressing themselves, Debra Hosseini, author of the
new book, suys art often allows them to do it. She will
sign coples 1 to 3 p.m. May 7 at Curious Cup, 929 Linden
Ave., in Carpinteria, and is presenting an art ghow fea-
turing the works of autistie artists May 6-26 at the
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Andrew Mendoza, 27, of Santa Maria, wha has
Asperger’s syndrome (part of the autism spectrum
disorders), painted his acrylic of “General Hospital"
(2005), which appears in “Artism: The nrt-::_.ll'ﬁ.utiam"

Combirmoed from Page DI

bookstong/coffee shop, The book was
released April 8

The 5 artists’ works vary from
impresslonlstic to abstract, said Ms.
Hosseini. Since moving to Carpinte-
rin in 19696 from Bakersfield. M=
Hossoini, 53, has curated art shows
immlving those with disabilithes in
Carpinteriz, Santa Barbara and Hal-
lywod,

Mz Hosseini is also overseeing the
art show partion of the Art of Autism
Tour in which pleves will be dis-
played in cities near the artists®
homees in the U8, and Canada.

“Artism: The Al of Autism™ is the
soeond in o series of books showeas-
ing art created by those with autism,
including Ms. Hosseinl's 2on, Kevin,
16, whose sellportrait is in the work

Thee third Santa Barbara County
arlisl in the book is Woah Erenberg
an Isla Vista resident whose =S50
Tropical.” a 1244 inch-by-164inch oil
on canvis, features o collection of
deep colors and shapes open to infer-
pretation

Kevin, Mr. Erenberz 41, and Mr.
Mendoza talk about their contribu-
ticns in “Artism,” which includes pro-
files of the artists from across the U5,

Mz, Hosseini said she found the
cantributors by putting the word out
through newspapers and the Internet.
She-and Karen Simmons, CEQ of
Autism Today, picked art they
bedieved would reproduce well ina
ook

The cover of a mirror being shat-
tered is by mutistic artist Kimberly
Gormy-Tucker of Seymour, Conn,

1t shatters myths about peaple on
the {autism) spectrum,” Ms. Hosseini
sajd on & recent day at the McBean
Library at Cate School in Carpinteria,
where works by Kevin and other art-
ists in the book are displayed

“One of the myths is they don't have
emolions,” M. Hosseini said as she
&l a fiew fect from paintings full of
bright eoldors. “People with autksm e
seen & having no imaginition”

Ma. Hosselnl ealled the anlists in
the hook not only imaginative but
very miuch individuals in their cre-
ations, The art “shows each person @8
umicque . .. Some of the work is very
emotional " ¥

“1 1k to showease prople as indi-
viduals because people with sutksm
tend to be labeled and put together in
b, Ms. Hosseind sald about her
mativation to do the book

She said the participants, who vary
from children to a 64-vear-okd,
believe autism has limited them
sociatly. “Ful (art) gives thim o way 1o
express things they couldn't cxpress.”
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Debra Hosseini, the Carpinteria suthor of “Artism: The Art of Autism,”
Included son Kevin's palnting, at left, in her book. Ms. Hossein| is stand-
ing in front of a display of art by contribulors to “Artism™ at McBean
Library at Cate School in Carpinteria. Below, Moah Erenberg, 41, of Isla
Vista, who has autism, shows his love for abstract imagery In his “So

Tropical™ (2006), an ol

s

"I allows their creativity to Dow,
and they gain recognition and have a
sense of selFesteem when told they
did well,” Ms. Hosseini said.

Autism is a developmental disorder
that impairs social interaction, com-
munleation and speech.

The artists integrate their condi-
Haon inko their works, Ms. Hosseini
said. “It's a different way of looking at
Upe world. There's a lot of uniqueness
in their sense of color and texture ™

“Un af my goals is to bring out the
unbgueeriess of each person,” she said,

The pages reveal Kevin's 2004 solf-
portrait, a 24-ineh-by-18-inch oil on
canvas, i well as his 3004 “Gauguin
& Me," an ol on canvas in which he
Imagines himself with famed French
artist Paul Gauguin. Three of his
other olls are featured: clouds shove
& hill kn “Windy, Windy Day” (2006,
1B8-by-20 inches), “Starfish™ (2009, 24-

COURATES ¥ ILLLISTRATICN

by-12 knchesh and “Ocean” (2009, 4445
by-464% inches)

Eevin was 8§ when Colin Zimblem-
an, his clinician at UCSE Koegel
Auntism Center, introduced him to
peinting in 2003, Kevin progressed
from watercolors to acrylics to oils
His paindings have hung in govern-
ment and nonprofit ofices in Santa
Barbarn,

Hiz mother eredited her son's art
fior giving him a road to expression
and helping him.

“He had a really ham time," she
sabd, but noted that through the ups
and dovwns, Kevin, who's attending
Peso Robles High School, always had
his art.

Artists influencing ber son have
included Vineent van Gogh, Georgia
O'Eeeffe and Paul Gauguin,

M3, Hosseinh described his works
i impressionistic. “Now he's dolng

1o 3 p.m. May 7 at the Curious Cup,
829 Linden Ave., in Campintorin. Hor
Ik s s ot arnacon,com and,
soon, Chaucor's Books, 3321 Stata
-8

Ms, Hossednl |8 presenting & show
of ot by people with aufism May 8-26
at Curics Cup, & booksion and col-
foa shop.
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“Artism: The Art of Autism™
features everything from abstracts
to photoreatistic iImages.

mhatraets.”

O of Mr. Erenberg’s paintings in
the book., “Beer Beach Bra,” (2007)
combines wonds and piclures. Words
such a8 beer, bra, beach, Qowers and
IV {for 1sla Vista) appear over desp
purple, red and other vivid eolors in
the 124-inch-ty- 165 inch acrylic

Like other artists in the book, Mr.
Erenberg likes bright colors and tex-
tures, Ms, Hosseini said.

His fondness for abstract imogory
Is seen in his “So Tropeal” (2006 and
“Jungle Man" (2003), a 28-inch-by-14-
inch merylic

“1 like sbstract pakntings beconse |
like bright cobors and erazy shapes,”
Mr. Erenberg said in “Artism."

For the lnst 10 years, he has dis-
played his art troughout North
Ameries, and s his been featured
in many periodicals and newspapers,
including The New York Times.

“His mom tald me he doesn’l wanl
fo be seen & special. He wants bo be
seen a5 o persen A lot of people want
tn he: seen as peopbe, nod people with
autism,” Me Hosseind said.
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